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General Staff end ОК y.ffidavit No. 55 


££ i day Ф 
Re. Elucidation of ny affidavit of 10th November 1945, 


I, Johannes Blaskowitz, General, beinz duly sworn, depose 
and say: 


In tho last sentence of ny statenent of 10th Noveriber 1945 
(Affidavit No. 5 of the Locunent Book of tho british Prosecution) 
I spoke of a "Group", which was actually the advisory circle 
of the German armed Forces. 


This description, and in particular the designation "Group", 
is liable to give risc to nisunderstandings. as a natter of fact 
there was no "group" which was tho advisory circle of the OKH or 
advisory circle of the OK, Cormandors at the front were not 
consulted when decisions were م0‎ concerning intended operations 
or when dealing with other military matters by the higher Arned 
Forces Operations Staff, nor were they called upon as advisors. 


Commanders at the front мого, rather, only counsellors to 
their superiors, and thon only on matters that concerned then, 
and expressed themselves as "advisors in the execution of the 
orders thoy had already received. 


This occurred when thoy spoke personally at their command 
post or headquarters and even then only in writins, cxpressing 
their ideas, conceptions and proposals for the execution of 
commands they had госоітой or about operational situations and 
the handling of then in their own connand-sphorc. 


The present affidavit's purpose is to nake clear the 
restriction I made use of in ny affidavit of 10th November 1945: 
"In their sphere" (meaning connanders at tho front). What I 
state in today's supplementary declaration should be included in 
the restriction, There can bo no thought of advice fron a 
comnender at the front conins within 2 "group" or an actual 
"advisory circle", Both expressions nicht bo misunderstood; they 
should only designate a circle in which individual advisors 
could be heard by their superiors on nattors affccting tho 
individual's sphere. 


Dachau, 16th July 1946, (Signed) Johannes Blaskowitz 


Subsoribod and sworn to before no this 20th of July 1946 at 
Camp Dachau. 


(Signed) Harry Szanzo 
Captain ...C. 
Investigator-Exaniner 
War Crimes Dachau 


I, being thoroughly conversant with the English and German 
languages, certify that I have acted as interpreter for the 
swearing of the above affidavit of Generaloberst Blaskowitz. 


(Signed) v. MELLENTHIN 
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General Staff 6 OKW affidavit Мо, 8010 
ZEITZLza Kurt о Rotenburg/Hanover, 8 


Urcent! 


Attorney-at-Law Dr. Hans Baternser, 
c/o. Sobald, 158 Fuertherstrasse, 
NURNBERG., 


Dear Herr Doctor, 


I received your letter of 24 June on 4 July 1946 
end thank you for same. 


As to the question of tho connissary's command 
your first letter, I only соп «ному it in the 11306 of 
origin of the command. 


48 regards tho time after the cc а wes ِ 8,4 
I can stato the following facts, as far as I can renonbor 


When the commend was published I was - Just lik 
می کم‎ e ڈو‎ at thet time Ficld Marshal von Kleist 
will hinself testify) - a very sharp oppone! of bhi COL. 
I also 214 not hesitate in condennins it and when the 01 
adjutant of 14011 000 General Schnundt, visito us I spoke 
out very plainly about it. I havo always (123 10010984 this 0 
the matter. 


After I took up my duties as Chief of tho L.rny!: 
General Staff I had a private conversation with „Soll mil 
and a very plain and outspokon one, resardins this COLLI 
І explained matters in detail, from all angles. „Adolf 
was at tho tino = as I rononbor = very much impressed 
That struck no because he otherwise never 6 his о; 
in such matters and cut short any person if such nettors 
roforroà to. For that reason I referred to it several ti: 
and I believe I altorod his opinion. 


4S I have no proofs here 

knowhenory, I do not/prociscly tho tino 
cancelling of the comriand but I 
refreshed and should bo srateful, 


4^ 


по a copy of the cancelling of the 
I will thon send you the statenont, with tho 
dates, at once. In tho meanwhile you can use this 8 
, y 
proof. 


answering of your letter has bcen sonowhat delayed, 
avain been worse durin: the last fow days. 


Thanking you, and with a hearty Groctin';, 


Yours faithfully, 


I should be obligea to if you will kindly 
coknowloágzo reccipt o 11 2 
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and facts, so that ho mistakes "sossip" 
psychosis for tho precise concept of order". дп "order" 
impossible 00083480 nono was 185402, But it is possible and 
probevlo that the clerks, drivers anc orderlios = to whon 
Marck night even havo belonged = might have picked up = and 
talked about Ггеспопів of discussions between officers 
concerning the originel orcor, which the lattcr had considered 
critical. Eron this cossip of the headquarters company made 
an "order of our officers which in reality aid not exist and 
could not cxist! 


Witnesses: 1) Presont Colonel in the General Staff Estor 
j (then Ia) 
2) Present Captain (Reserve) Baron a. V. Soo bach 
ic 
3) Present Major (Reserve) Count Rehbinder (Hcad- 
quarters cormanadant ) 


4) Durins the wer thc feet bocane evident agains and 
esein thet orders, which morally concern 011 soldiers, cannot, 
cespite 211 measures taken, opt absolutely secret. Fron 

esnonts subsequently seeping out ١ oftor ;.isunderstood 
forns for 2 8 hich s his 
or which 
startode 


Signed; Walther Nehring 
Subscribod and sworn to before по this 3 day of July 1940. 
(Harry Szanger) 


Investigator Excniner, 
Nar Crices Dachau. 


I, Hosrst von Mollonthin being thoroughly conversant with 
tho English and Gorman languages, cortify, that I have acted 
as interpreter for the swoorin of the avove effidavit of 
General Walther Nehring. 


Signed: HeVe Mellenthin 
Goneral of Artillery 


innenario C. CATLIN, Х-045172, horewith certify that I 
en thorouchly conversant with the Bnejlish and German languasos$ 


thet the above is a truc anc correct translation of cocunent. 


annozario С. Catlin, 
July 1945, Z-046172 
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-0037 
Hans Schrepflor 
Neu-Ulm. 22 June 1946 
Briga”'>r-Gocnoral 
ATPfidavit 

Ro: "Commissar Order" (Kommissarbefchl) 

Brigadicr-Gencral Hans Schrepfler 

in his capacity as C.0. of the Infantry Regiment 101 + 

18 Armored Div. during the period from June 1941 - August 1941. 


being duly sworn, deposes and says: 


At a conference cf Commanding Officers, two days approximately before 
the boginning of the Russian campaign, the Division Commander made known the 


to bo transmitted t^ tho troops. Captured Commissars should rather bo moved 
to thc rear. This order was actually followed. During the period I was in 
charge of the Regiment, no shooting of Commissars did take place. 

I still remember quite well two cases in which I ordered captured 
Commissars be treated in exactly the same manner as other prisoners of war, 
that is, to be sent back from the front to the Р.М. collecting point. 


Hans Schrepfler 


Brigadier-General 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24 day of Juno 1946 at Neu-Ulm, Germany, 


Joseph J. Ancell Jr. 
2nd Lt.Inf.Commanding Officer 


Serial No. 
I, BERT STEIN, B 210 875, herewith certify that I am thoroughly conversant 


with the English and German languages; and that the above is a true and 
correct translation of the document. 


BERT STEIN 
B 210 875 





۱۳۵ ۷۱ 


Kurt Laube Dachau, 2.7.2۰. Camp 
Major 


GENERAL. STAFF ATRIDAVIT No.3240 


I, Kurt Laube, Major, being duly sworn, depose end say! 


Affidavit 


Subject: Commissar Decree, statement concerning declareticn 
of Eliass near Breslau. 


I, Kurt Laube, Major, was from June 1941 until March 1942 in command of the 
12th Infantry Anti-aircraft Regiment, was temporarily in action with the 
18th Armored Division in Russia, and I declare to the best of my knowledge 
and REMI 

On the afternoon of 2185 of June, 1941, at a meeting of Commanding 
9fficors, Brigadier General Nehring, commen nder of the 18th Aracred Division, 
informed the other commanding officers of the Commissar decree but only 
verbally for their information and with the order that it was not to be 
carried out. Therefore, as far as I know, no Comuissar wes shot while being 
taken prisoner or thereafter in the area cf the 18th Armored Division. 

Tho statement of Harry Marek is incorrect and erroneous. It contradict 
the orders I heard and which were given by the commander of the 18th Armored 
Division, Brig. General Nehring. 


Kurt 6 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this ay of July 1946 


HARRY SZANGER 

CAPT. A.C. 
Investigator Examiner 
War Crimes Dachau 


Stamp: International 
Military Tribunal 


I, Horst von Mellenthin, 1 1 وي‎ conversent with the English and 


German languages, certit het 1 астей as interpreter for the мс е 
of the above affidavit of с de X. Laude. 


8 / 


I, DOROTHY PLUMER, USFET 482, 1 with certify that I am thoroughly conversan’ 
with the English and German кеке ges; and that the above is a true and 
correct translation of the doc nt. 


Nuernberg, 22. July 1946 DOROTEY PLUMER 
05287 482. 





General Staff & OK غه‎ 


ЕТТ 


Guenther Pape Neu-Uln, 25 June 194 
Brigadier General 


4» £ £ 1. 0 а У 1 t 


Re: "Order for the treatment of Kormissar 


Brigadier General Guenther rape 


in his capacity as commander of the Motorcycle-battalion 3, 
Reconnaissenco-Battalion 3, and commander of the дїпого4 Inf. 
Regiment 394 in the period from June 1941-1949 


being duly sworn, deposes and says 


The "Commissar Order" was not made public in any way by 
the 3ra „rmored Division to which I belonged uninterruptedly duri 
the period indicated above, neither before the beginning of the 
Fastern campaign nor during its course. The Division had only 
given the order that Conmissars мого to be specially guarded and 
brought to Division Headquarters. This order was actually carriec 
out in ny Battalion and later on in пу Regiment. 45 far a I know, 
capturod Conmissars were interrogated at Division Headquarters 
anî then sent to the rear. 


: 


100 


e 
A 

гч 

ur 


or- 


eneral 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
Neu-Uln, Germany. 


Joseph I. «ncell Jr. 


204 Lt.Inf. Commanding Officer 
Serial No 01552909 


I, Dorothy E. Pluwier, USFET 482, herewith certify that I 
thoroushly conversant with the English and German language 
that the above is a true and correct translation. 


20 July 1946 DOROTHY E. PLUMMER 


TATION 
USI 


оо 
u TON 





۵ 


Eduard Hauser Neu-Uln, 24 Juno 1946, 
Major General 


General Staff ۵ OKW Affidavit No. 356, 


Ae Ft oO. yee 
ал.дал لحم‎ ИЧ 
Re: "Commissar Order"  (Kounissarbofohl) 

I, Major-General Eduard Hauser, Commander of the 
18th ¿rmored Regiment 18th rn. Div, durin; the period fron 
June-August 1941, being duly sworn, deposc and say: 

‘On the occasion of receiving orders fron the division 
commander, the "Commissar Order" was also made known. Following 
the recommendation of tho division Conrnander, tho order was not 
trensmittod to the troops but instead he ordorod that all 
prisoners, commissars included, bo sent to the rear. In ry 
regiment this order was conpliod with. 

Hauser 
Major General 
Subscribed and sworn to before ne this 25 day of June at 
Neu-Ulm, Gerner 
Joseph J. „ncell Jr. 


end Lt. Inf. Commanding Officer 
da , 
No. 01552909 


I, Bert Stein, B-210875, hercwith certify that І am thoroushly 
conversant with the English and German languages; and that the 
above is a true and correct translation. 


21 July 1946, BERT STEIN 
B=2 10875, 
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